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The Longest Living Red-Sparrow
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The Art of Nest Building
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For one year now, since Octobar 1993, the Zoological

Hall has hosted the exhibit The Art of Nest Building ——In—
telligence and Resourcefulness in Nest Construction, with a variety
of nests on display. By 'nests’ we are referring to that place where
birds and other animals hatch their eggs or give birth, and rear
their young. Nests provide a comfortable space where the young
can be raised safely. For example, the Japanese white-eye uses
grass, moss, and spider webs as nest building material, while the
crow resorts to bits of plastic and wire. Then there is the common
scrub hen, which lays its eggs in a mound constructed from humus;
the heat produced through decomposition hatches the eggs.

The nests of the 18 different varieties categorized for the bower
bird all share the following characteristics: fruit, leaves, and stones
of various colors and shapes are wused for decorating the
surroundings of the nest to attract the female. Some mix these
materials with their own saliva to produce a kind paint. Many
other kinds of nests are on exhibit, including that of the prairie
dog, whose nests have several rooms that are well ventilated and
vary littie in temperature or humidity, and that of the beaver,
which constructs magnificent dams on the water. The construction
of these nests demonstrates the intelligence and resourcefulness of
birds and other animals.
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Camellia Japonica
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From the Animal Health
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