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Report on Human Remains from Kasori
Shellmound Site, Chiba

Tasuku KIMURA, Kazuhiro SAKAUE, Hisao KATO,
Masanori NAKAJIMA, and Shinya MATSUKAWA

Division of Anthropology, Graduate School of Science,

Kasori Shellmound Site is situated at
35° 37 Nand140° 10 EinChibaCity, Japan.
It consists of two continuous large shell-
mounds, Northern and Southern, and sur-
rounding archaeoclogical sites. Archaeolog-
ically it dates to the Middle to Late Jomon
period. The site is conserved now as an
archaeological park. The large shellmounds
have been excavated many times and are
famous for their importance for the chrono-
logy of Jomon pottery and other research.
The first human remain was excavated in
1907 by the staff of the Department of An-
thropology, the University of Tokyo. During
a century of excavations since, over 60 in-
dividuals were reported to be found (Table 1).
Descriptions of human remains, however,
were scattered in many reports. Moreover,
the storage place and the details of remains
were not always clear.

In 1998, the Kasori Shellmound Site Muse-
um, Chiba City, planned to organize a total

report on human remains, and we carried

12

The University of Tokyo.
Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo, 113-0033 JAPAN

out the research under contract with the
Museum. The present report contains the
card catalogue of each individual which we
could personally observe and identify. The
remaining parts of the skeleton and teeth
and the present storage were described in
the catalogue. Thirteen reported individuals
have been buried again. The present location
of twelve reported individuals is not known.
On some occasions, what was reported as
one individual was divided into two or more
in the present research. In total, 47 individuals
were reported here. We hope that the present
catalogue will be in use in the future studies.

We express our sincere respect for the
pioneering plan of the Kasori Shellmound
Site Museumn. For their kind material help,
we wish to express our sincere gratitude to:
K. Kumaki of the Niigata University; M.
Takahashi and G. Suwa of the University of
Tokyo ; and the staff of the Kasori Shell-

mound Site Museum.
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